
draft letter
Jennifer Lane  to: forrest.sabrina 10/20/2011 11:45 AM

From:

To:

Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US

Sabrina,
Hopefully you can fill in some blanks.  If not, we could just take out the numbers and send the letter as is,
without the language suggested under 2 and 2.  Then we can use our letter to fill in any blanks he may feel
we've missed.
Jennifer

Jennifer H. Lane
Public Affairs Specialist
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St., 8OC, Denver, CO 80202-1129
303-312-6813; lane.jennifer@epa.gov
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Ref:  8EPR-PAR??



John H. Wright

1872 Hwy 110

P.O. Box 308

Silverton, CO 81433

RE:  9-12-11 e-mail “EPA Superfund in 

San Juan County				



Dear Mr. Wright:



Thank you for your September 12, 2011 email.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) sincerely appreciates receiving your input. The EPA is hopeful that ongoing dialogues between all involved parties and agencies will result in actions that will ultimately improve water quality.  



Below are answers to your questions in the order presented in your email.

	

1) Although EPA has researched various studies and documents, we are unaware of the existence of any pre-mining baseline metals data. Several studies conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) have identified low pH waters with elevated heavy metals that can be attributed to the Red Mountain District. Studies have also documented elevated metals loads --copper, cadmium, lead, manganese and zinc— that are attributable to increased flows from several uncontrolled and unpermitted mine discharges since the American Tunnel was plugged (1996, 2001, and 2002) and water treatment ceased (2004). 



In September 2004, members of the Animas River Stakeholders Group (ARSG) observed that water quality was changing due to increased flows and metals concentrations from upper Cement Creek mines that had previously had much lower flow. The EPA and other ARSG members had not fully characterized the changing upper Cement Creek water quality due to the presence of active or permitted mining company involvement until approximately 2006. In 2009, the EPA and ARSG members began implementing a water quality sampling program to characterize the changing situation.



In October 2010, the EPA also conducted a Site Reassessment to determine whether the National Priorities List (NPL) might be a possible tool to address the worsening water quality. At this point we have not made a decision and the EPA is continuing to participate in ongoing stakeholder conversations to determine the best path forward.  We will not pursue the NPL without state support and community acceptance. The EPA has consistently supported the ARSG since the 1990s with funding, EPA staff resources, and actions that complemented community-led efforts to improve water quality. Whatever the path forward, we understand that realistic cleanup goals can’t be set without quantifying both background and mining sources of metals. 

 

2) & 3):	

( if we don’t have sufficient data, perhaps an answer about how we typically define cleanup goals as part of a RI and determine remedies based on a FS complete with alternatives with cost being a key part of criteria?)



4):  	At this point, no decisions have been made about a specific source of funding nor has any specific activity been proposed.  Because EPA must be accountable for how we spend our time and money, we need to first determine whether there are any viable potentially responsible parties that could help to address the watershed. EPA and BLM are working together to determine what options might be available to best address the concerns and as you may have read, Sunnyside has offered funding toward a solution.  Given that we have not yet developed a solution to the contamination we don’t know at this time how Sunnyside’s offer would fit into the mix.



We hope this answers your questions.  If not or if you would find it useful, we would be happy to speak with you by telephone.  We embrace the ongoing dialogue about the problem and next steps to developing an effective and implementable plan for improving water quality.



Sincerely,









							Sabrina Forrest

							Site Assessment Manager
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